
Issue #5 , Vol. 77

ACT 2020 Legislative Agenda
Legislation PAGE12

October - November 2019  |  Keep the Faith

D
u

ty
 •

 D
ig

n
it

y 
• 

D
ed

ic
at

io
nWhat’s On 

My Mind

PAGE

04
Terry Garnett
National President

TECHNICIAN
THE

Training 
Time

PAGE

8-10
Minnesota, Delaware, D.C., Pennsylvania 
and Tennessee



TABLE OF 
CONTENTS

What’s On My Mind

4

8

9

10

11

12

What’s on My Mind
Terry Garnett
Training
Minnesota & Delaware Chapters
Training
DC Chapter
Training
Pennsylvania Chapter
Contract Negotiations
Duluth 73
Legislation
ACT 2020 Legislative Agenda National President Terry Garnett

04-07 : STORY

Trainings!
Minnesota, Delaware, DC & Pennsylvania and Tennessee

08-10 : STORY



NATIONAL OFFICERS

Terry Garnett
National President
tgarnett@actnat.com / 703-494-4845

Robert Niemer
Executive Vice President
rthdniemer@gmail.com / 608-843-0317

Tim Keesecker
Treasurer
timkeesecker@actnat.com / 402-429-4436 

Steve Fisher
Secretary
sfisher@actnat.com / 703-899-7890

Gene Fuehrer
Northeast VP
gfuehrer@actnat.com / 402-416-4520

Felicia Neale
Southeast VP
vneale1@yahoo.com / 340-513-7539

John Sappington
Northwest VP
herchammer@gmail.com / 816-284-1462

Rick Wrenn
Southwest VP
rwrenn@actnat.com / 267-980-1534

ACT NATIONAL FIELD 
REPRESENTATIVES
 
Les Hackett - Legislation Director / Organizer
lhackett@actnat.com / 703-690-1330

Travis Perry
Northeast Region
tperry@actnat.com / 703-843-2153

VACANT - Southeast Region

Tom Mahoney
Central Region
tmahoney@actnat.com / 703-690-1330

Steve Olguin
Midwest Region
solguin@actnat.com / 703-843-2156

Julio Romero
Western Region
jromero@actnat.com / 703-843-2157

membership.info@actnat.com
Phone: 703-494-4845
Fax: 703 494-0961
www.ACTnat.com
www.chooseACT.com
twitter.com/ACTNAT



BE RESPONSIBLE WITH 
CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP 
FUNDS.

Thanks & KTF, Terry

Wasilla Man Sentenced 
for Embezzling Approx 
$80k from Labor Union in 
Alaska

https://www.justice.gov/
usao-ak/pr/wasi l la-man-
sentenced-embezz l ing-
approximately-80k-labor-
union-alaska 

Anchorage, Alaska – U.S. 
Attorney Bryan Schroder 
announced that a Wasilla 
man has been sentenced in 
federal court for embezzling 

friends. Unfortunately, it’s 
people like these that give 
Unions a bad reputation.

Below is a report of one 
such person who now has 
a criminal record and has 
ruined his and his families 
lives because of theft. 
Below report is from the 
OLMS (Office of Labor-
Management Standards) 
investigative website and 
from the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office District of Alaska.

Also, following below are 
reports from OLMS.

DO NOT BE THIS PERSON…
YOU WILL BE CAUGHT…

The following “narratives” are 
facts that have been copied 
from public records from the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office District 
of Alaska & OLMS (Office 
of Labor Management 
Standards) websites.

ACT continually trains 
and informs its Chapter 
Officer’s & Stewards and 
Membership about the 
financial responsibility of 
EVERYONE in the Chapter 
and to use the Chapter funds 
ONLY for what has been 
approved by the member’s. 
Some continue to ignore this 
training and have to face the 
consequences of STEALING 
money from their Chapter 
Member’s, co-worker’s & 

By Terry Garnett

Cover Story

What’s On My Mind…
CRIMES AGAINST MEMBER’S…
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concealed his embezzlement by filing false 
reports to the Department of Labor by 
omitting the full amount of money he was 
receiving from the union. 

For example, between January 2011 and 

making travel arrangements, co-signing 
checks, paying bills, and meeting reporting 
requirements.  Specifically, Smith was 
responsible for submitting annual financial 
disclosure reports to the Department 
of Labor Management and Standards, 
regarding how the organization’s funds 
were disbursed.  Smith filed the required 
Form LM-3 on behalf of ACT Chapter 84 

for the  fiscal  years  ending 
2011, 2012, 2013, and 2014.

Over the course of nearly 
five years, beginning 
in January 2011, Smith 
knowingly and willfully 
embezzled, stole, and 
illegally converted union 
funds to his own personal 
use in a total amount of 
$80,990.61, by conducting 
hundreds of unauthorized 
transactions.  Smith then was also ordered to pay 

$80,990.61 in restitution 
to ACT Chapter 84.  Smith 
previously pleaded guilty in 
April 2018 to one count of 
making a false statement.

According to court 
documents, from 2007 to 
2015, Smith held volunteer 
positions as secretary-
treasurer and then 
president, for Alaska Chapter 
84 of the Association of 
Civilian Technicians (ACT) 
at Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson, a labor 
union representing approximately 70 dues-
paying members who are Air & Army National 
Guard civilian technicians throughout Alaska.  
During that time, Smith was responsible for 
managing the organization’s funds, including 

Cover Story
approximately $80,000, over the course of 
nearly five years, from the Alaska Chapter of 
the Association of Civilian Technicians labor 
union.  

Timothy Carrol Smith, 49, of Wasilla, was 
sentenced on Friday, Oct. 19, 2018, by Chief 
U.S. District Judge Timothy M. Burgess, to 
serve eight months in prison, followed by 
three years of supervised release.  Smith 

www.chooseACT.com
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September 2015, Smith used ACT Chapter 84 
ATM card to make over 200 unauthorized cash 
withdrawals totaling $59,401.85.  Between 
December 2010 and September 2015, Smith 
used an ACT Chapter 84 debit card to pay for 
over 300 unauthorized transactions totaling 
$20,988.76.  In December 2013, Smith wrote a 
check payable to “cash” in the amount of $600 
and cashed the check for an unauthorized 
expense.  Smith used the stolen funds to pay 
personal expenses rather than ACT Chapter 
84 expenses.  

The U.S. Department of Labor, Office of Labor-
Management Standards (OLMS) conducted 
the investigation leading to the successful 
prosecution of this case.  This case was 
prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorneys Aunnie 
Steward and Stephen Corso.

OLMS (Office of Labor-Management 
Standards) 

https://www.dol.gov/olms/regs/compliance/
enforcement_1.htm 

On September 27, 2019, in the United States 
District Court for the Northern District of 
Iowa, Gregg Pedersen, former President of 
Association of Civilian Technicians (ACT) Local 
75 (located in Sioux City, Iowa), pleaded guilty 
to one count of wire fraud in the amount of 
$6,320, in violation of 18 U.S.C. 1343.  The 
guilty plea follows an investigation by the OLMS 
Denver-St. Louis District Office. 

On May 31, 2019, in Circuit Court for 
Baltimore County, Maryland, John Scarcella, 
former Secretary-Treasurer of Association 
of Civilian Technicians Local 125 (located in 
Middle River, Md.), was charged with one count 
of theft of more than $10,000, but less than 
$100,000, in violation of Section 7-104 of the 
Maryland Criminal Code.  The charge follows 

an investigation by the OLMS Washington 
District Office and the Baltimore County Police 
Department. 

On October 19, 2018, in the United States 
District Court for the District of Alaska, 
Timothy Smith, former President of the Civilian 
Technicians Chapter 84 (located in Anchorage 
Alaska), was sentenced to eight months in 
a federal penitentiary and three years of 
supervised release, and he was ordered 
to pay restitution totaling $80,990 and a 
$100 assessment.  On April 13, 2018, Smith 
pleaded guilty to a single count of making 
a false statement in order to conceal the 
embezzlement, in violation of 18 U.S.C. 1001.  
The sentencing follows an investigation by the 
OLMS San Francisco-Seattle District Office. 

On March 27, 2017, in the Superior Court of 
Washington for Pierce County, Casey Cortese, 
former President for the Association of Civilian 
Technicians (ACT) Chapter 108 (located in 
Pierce County, Wash.), was indicted on a single 
count of theft in the 1st degree, in violation of 
RCW 9A.56.020(1)(c) and RCW 9A.56.030(1)(a).  
Cortese is charged with converting over $27,000 
in Chapter 108 funds to his own personal use.  
The charge follows an investigation by the 
OLMS San Francisco-Seattle District Office. 

On October 11, 2016, in the United States 
District Court for the Eastern District of 
Kentucky, Steve Hartman, former Secretary-
Treasurer of Association of Civilian Technicians 
Chapter 83 (located in Frankfort, Ky.), was 
sentenced to two years of probation and 
50 hours of community service, and he was 
ordered to pay a $100 special assessment.  
On June 22, 2016, Hartman pled guilty to one 
count of forging a security of an organization in 
the amount of $2,173, in violation of 18 U.S.C. 
513.  Hartman previously paid restitution in the 
amount of $13,208.  The sentencing follows an 
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restitution and faces three years’ probation 
on his release from incarceration. Torrez had 
previously entered a guilty plea on May 10, 
2004, following an investigation by the OLMS 
Los Angeles District Office.

Office of Labor-Management Standards 
(OLMS) Historical Enforcement Data 

https://www.dol.gov/olms/regs/compliance/
enforcement_data.htm 

*Annual totals shown in this table may differ 
slightly from those previously reported due to 
end-of-year adjustments.

investigation by the OLMS Cincinnati-Cleveland 
District Office. 

On February 26, 2015, in the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky, Hardin County Circuit Court, 
Thomas Wilson, former Secretary-Treasurer of 
Association of Civilian Technicians Chapter 83 
(located in Fort Knox, Ky.), was charged in a one-
count indictment for felony theft by unlawful 
taking over $10,000.  The charge follows a joint 
investigation by the OLMS Cincinnati-Cleveland 
District Office and the Department of Defense, 
Criminal Investigative Service. 

On January 9, 2014, in the United States 
District Court for the Western District of 
Tennessee, Don McMahon, former Treasurer 
of Civilian Technicians Association Independent 
(CTAI) Tennessee State Council for Air (located 
in Memphis, Tenn.), was indicted on eight 
counts of wire fraud totaling $3,543, in violation 
of 18 U.S.C. 1343.  The indictment follows an 
investigation by the OLMS Atlanta-Nashville 
District Office. 

On May 16, 2013, in the United States District 
Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas, 
Owen Smith, former Secretary-Treasurer for 
Civilian Technicians Association Chapter 117 
(located in Jacksonville, Ark.), was sentenced to 
three years’ probation, assessed a $100 special 
assessment, and ordered to pay $18,023 in 
restitution.  On October 18, 2012, Smith pled 
guilty to one count of embezzling union funds 
in the amount of $18,012.  The sentencing 
follows an investigation by the OLMS Dallas 
District Office.

On July 6, 2004, in the Ventura County 
(California) Superior Court, President James 
D. Torrez, former president of Association 
of Civilian Technicians Chapter 105, was 
sentenced to 180 days in jail for embezzling 
$9,801. In addition, Torrez must pay full 
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MINNESOTA  TRAINING

L/R Kneeling: Kyle Young, Quentin Burg, Mark Scribner, Alex Warzecha, Jim Becker, Shawn Holtz 
L/R Middle: Jody Ruotsalainen, Brian Pawlovich, Dan Roth, Steve Gerads, Richard Lanthier, Andy Rohweder, John 
Foltz, Mayra Rodriguez , L/R Back: TJ Sherman, Andre Beaudry, National Field Rep Tom Mahoney, Brad Jensen, 
Mike Lerol, Lyle Kill

Inside Story

From left to right. Timothy Rodriguez , Alberto Dominguez, Thomas McGill, Jared Stone, Otis Worden, Michael 
Stone, Nicholas Sayers, Mikhiel Canady, National Field Rep Travis Perry. 

DELAWARE  TRAINING
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DC  TRAINING

9

Inside Story

www.chooseACT.com
www.ACTnat.com

Left to right Shawn Arnold, Michael Laurence, Don Neely, Travis 
Kielty, Anthony Thomas, Brandon Pavey and Jonathan Scoggins.

Training was conducted by National 
President Terry Garnett for the DC 
Capitol Air Chapter and DC Potomac 
Army Chapter. The training was 
recently held at ACT National HQ in 
northern Virginia. Each Officer and 
Steward got enlightened on the laws of 
Labor and Management relations and 
grievance processes. Also the financial 
requirements were trained on so that 
the Chapter President’s and Chapter 
Treasurer’s understand the laws that 
cover Chapter dues monies.
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PA  TRAINING
Inside Story

www.chooseACT.com
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Pennsylvania training was held in Johstown 
PA, conducted by National Field Rep Travis 
Perry. Zebadiah Lynn, Sereno Beneccio, 
Jason Fry, Travis Naser, Scott Luster, Robert 
Melego, Marc Hunsberger, Paul Wagaman, 
Tyler Billig, Luis Arce-Diaz, Mike Zukauskas, 
Jason McFarland, Albert Garcia, Jose Garcia, 
Joanne Martz, Steve St Clair, Patrick Straka, 
James Bowers, William Shillingsford, Gregory 
Reigle, Dustin Taggart, John Moscow,  Daniel 
Benjamin, Joshua Shuster, Lucas Swartz, 
Christopher Krause, Michael McKinney, 
Scott Bartholomew, John Deetscreek, Daniel 
Maher, Ron Hanzek, Andrew Shultz, Al Kinney 
and National Field Rep Travis Perry.
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RETIREMENT LUNCH 
AASF#1 TOPEKA

TENNESSEE
TRAINING

Ricardo Ruiz, John Miller, National Field Rep Steve Olguin, 
Andrew Daily...Johns Union Retirement gift, after 26 years 
as Uh-60 helicopter T.I. and mutiple tours. A 1st Sgt and 35 
year marriage hes finally ready to enjoy his will deserved 
time with his family. 

Back Row: Marty Leavell, Chad Humphrey, 
National Field Rep Tom Mahoney, Bethany Hill, 
Front Row: John Spence Troy Verbowski, Mirina 
Wallace

Pictured left to right Tom Mahoney, Dan Roth , Jeff Johnson, Capt. Elizabeth Horngren, Col. Robert Troy, Richard Lanthier, Kyle Young, Ann 
Todd,  2019 Contract Negatiations Duluth MN  ACT chapter 73

Inside Story

Pictured left to right National Field Rep Tom Mahoney, Dan Roth , Jeff Johnson, Capt. Elizabeth Horngren, 
Col. Robert Troy, Richard Lanthier, Kyle Young, Ann Todd,  2019 Contract Negatiations Duluth MN  ACT 
chapter 73.
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This issue of the Technician includes 
the legislative issue papers that have 
been developed in support of ACTs 2020 
legislative agenda. The issues we have 
chosen to focus on for 2020 are: 1. TRICARE 
Reserve Select (TRS) eligibility for Guard/ 
Reserve members who also happen to 
be federal employees and annuitants 
eligible for the Federal Employees Health 
Benefits Program (FEHBP). 2. Increasing 
military leave from 15 days to 30 days 
for Federal employees. 3. The option for 
technicians who have lost their Guard/ 
Reserve status for reasons beyond their 
control to be converted to Title 5 non-dual 
status employees until they qualify for early 
technician retirement under FERS. We are 
still developing an issue paper concerning 
Air Guard technician positions conversions 
to AGRs and will publish ASAP. Please take a 
look at the issue papers and if you have any 
questions e-mail Les Hackett at lhackett@
actnat.com. Once you have had a chance to 
review the issue papers you should call the 
House and Senate members that represent 
you in D.C. and let them know you support 
our legislation. 

Cover Story

www.chooseACT.com
www.ACTnat.com

12

Les Hackett 
Legislative Director



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



KEEP THE FAITH
DUTY • DIGNITY • DEDICATION

www.chooseACT.com
www.ACTnat.com

Fourth Largest Labor
Organization within DoD


