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What’s on My Mind
National President of ACT 

Chapter Officials (Chapter President / Chapter Vice President / Secretary / Treasurer / Steward) and what it takes 
to be one of these. What kind of skill set do you think it takes to do one of these jobs for a Chapter? 

Most of us do not think of our skill set unless we are applying for another position and getting ready for the 
interview. We want to showcase our abilities (skill set) to those who are interviewing us to make sure they give 
us full consideration for the position we are applying for. 

We do a mental review of our skills and talents and emphasize our unique characteristics that we possess and 
tell how we can contribute to the success of the organization; we want to show we would be a good fit for the 
position we are applying for. 

But what if we already had the perfect set of skills required to accomplish what the Chapter Membership need-
ed? Well you do. We all have unique experiences in dealing with management / supervision, we have training in 
other areas that helps us in dealing with people, natural talents such as being a good listener and note taker, may 
be you are good at research. 

Being a Chapter Official takes no special skill set but a willingness to serve your fellow workers. May be you 
want to work behind the scenes assisting the Chapter Officials, that is fine too. We need Members to step for-
ward and say I have a skill set that I can use for the Chapter and then get involved. You will be glad you did get 
involved and so will we. 

Do not forget the DoL Chapter LM Reports and IRS 990N’s were due by March 31st. If you need assistance 
with either of these Chapter Reports, contact your Field Rep or the National Office and we will be glad to assist 
you.

I want to thank everyone for attending this year’s Rally. We had the largest showing since 2009 with thirty-four 
Chapters attending with 106 Delegates in attendance. I want to see EVERY Chapter attending the 2017 Rally, 
We have a good time the whole time. 

Thanks for being a Member of ACT and getting involved. 

Keep the faith,   
Terry

2016 ACT Recruiting Contest Winners: 
$1,500.00 Award for Recruiting the most new members is Dustin Smith, Chapter #26 WI

$1,000.00 Recruiter Award goes to Christine Hopkins, Chapter #81 WI

$250.00 New Member Award goes to Agnieszka Kuck, Chapter #26 WI
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A New Face at the National Office

Originally from Oakland California, Jeff Bel-
tran, joined the Air Force and through this career 
made his way to the Air National Guard. 

After working as, a Maintenance Operations 
Control Technician in the Florida Air National 
Guard, with sixteen years’ military experience; 
Jeff makes the transition to work for ACT as the 
Executive Assistant/Admin to the National Presi-
dent.

Jeff is a graduate of Embry Riddle Aeronauti-
cal University where he received his Bachelor 
of Science degree and the University of North 
Florida where he received his Master’s degree 
in Communication and Public Relations. We are 
fortunate and excited to welcome Jeff to ACT’s 
Team.



ELECTION 2016 
 

NOMINATIONS NOTICE FOR ACT’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Nominations open March 1, 2016 and will close April 15, 2016 
 
 

As of March 1, 2016 The Election Committee will begin accepting Nominations 
for the positions of National: 

 
President 
Treasurer 

Vice President NE 
Vice President NW 

 
Only written nominations will be accepted electronically. All nominations must 
be date stamped by the e-mail server not later than April 15, 2016. To be 
eligible for office a nominee must have been a member in good standing and on 
the membership rolls since July 1, 2015. 
 
 
When submitting your nomination, include the name / home mailing address / 
chapter name and number / e-mail address of the nominee as well as your 
name / home mailing address / chapter name and number / e-mail address. 
This complete information is necessary in order to validate the nomination. 
Failure to provide this information could result in a nomination not being 
validated. Prior to submitting your nomination, it is advisable to confirm that 
the individual is willing to accept the nomination. 
 

 
All nominations are to be e-mailed to 2016 ACT Election Committee at the 

following e-mail address:  
2016.ACT.ELECTION.COMMITTEE@actnat.com 

 
 
Once nominations are validated, the Election Committee Chairman will contact 
the nominees by e-mail to obtain acceptance and biographical information 
which will be printed in the ACT Technician newspaper prior to the ballot being 
e-mailed to eligible ACT voters. 
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2016 Spring Rally
On a chilly, rainy day just outside our nation’s capital, the cherry blossoms were regretting their false start into 
spring and looking with dread at the wintry mix in the forecast. Nestled in a foyer overlooking the large atrium 
of the Embassy Suites in Alexandria, VA, hardworking men and women were setting up and settling in for the 
Association of Civilian Technicians’ Spring Rally and annual business meeting.

Flanking either side of the foyer were tables lined with ACT swag, delegate folders, and sign in rosters. On one 
side of the room a table at which Wendy Reinecke, Steve Olguin, and Liz Olguin actively enrolled attendees 
and passed out pre-made folders packed with bios and talking points for each state’s representatives, legislation 
being proposed by ACT, minutes from the previous year’s rally, and legislation ACT intends to oppose and sup-
ports. 

Opposite the room Les Hacket manned a counter selling ACT paraphernalia and grappling with a Square credit 
card reader joking that, “If you get charged $5,000 it wasn’t me!”

Rally attendees began to pour in to share war stories and make contacts all while eagerly offering and seeking 
advice. A familiar face entered, Pete Rendon from Kentucky, sporting his trademark grin and heaping copious 
amounts of ACT merchandise into his traveling companion’s bag repeating a story about the Kentucky state 
Human Resources Office being short on paper and pens and relishing the mental image of them using ACT 
notepads and pens. On the mind of most attendees were the upcoming Title 5 conversion, wear of the uniform, 
schedule of events, qualitative retention boards, and location of the nearest watering hole.

The first day serves as both an opportunity for registration and an ice breaker for technicians who are bringing 
their state’s experiences to the national level and trying to set up plans of attack for the fast approaching meet-
ings on Capital Hill.

The next morning at 9:11 AM the business meeting was called to order by National President Terry Garnett. A 
moving invocation was delivered by Pete Rendon from Kentucky asking that God protect “not just our members 
but all of them [in harm’s way].”

Roll was called by state and then the obligatory introductions were given around the room with everyone stand-
ing to tell a little about themselves. After a review of the minutes from the 2015 Business meeting and motions 
to except, Mr. Garnett began the State of the Association message informing the attendees of the goings on at 
the national level at ACT. The following pages highlight the 2016 rally. You should have been here. 
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Clockwise from top left: 
Carlos Fernandez (IL) 
and Jusin Hudgins (IL) 
assisted by Deanna Gar-
nett, and Wendy Reinecke. 

Former National 
President John Hunter. 

Steve and Liz Olguin 
register Ken Forguites 
(VT).
Les Hackett and Deanna  
Garnett oversee ACT 
swag table. 

Gary Cates (TX) talks to 
Steve Olguin.
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ACT Rally delegates 
gearing up for Hill visits 
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ACT Rally 
delegates 
getting 

psyched 
for Hill 
visits. 
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“Fity, 
Fity!”

Air and Army Break Out

Les Hackett conducting the 
Fifty Fifty raffle, always a 

fun time!
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Clockwise from top left:
Guy Reinecke and FL Rep Jolly.
Carol O’Roake, IA Rep Young, and John 
Anderson.
Steven Oppliger, Shane Harsh, NE.
Chris Goulden, NJ Rep Garrett, 
Rob Jentsch, Steve Landis.
Josh Adams, Chelsy Bornemann, ND.
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Left to Right: Chris Goulden, NJ Rep 
Sires, Rob Jentsch, and Steve Landis

Left to Right: Shane Harsh, Stephen Oppliger, and Tim Keesecker, NE
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Washington Army Chapter Targets Millennials
with Modern Techniques, #108

In a world that is constantly changing and shrinking due to advancements in technology, two ACT technicians 
are embracing that change and making it work for them. They are using everything at their disposable to not 
only reach out and gain new members but to communicate with them once they are on board. 

Chapter President, Casey Cortese and Vice President Brian King combine for just over 23 years union expe-
rience and are beginning to see the average age of the technicians they work with skew toward the younger 
geneartion, the “millennials.” Presenting a PowerPoint to the Executive Board about ways to modernized the 
delivery mechanisms which ACT employs, Cortese and King target millennials directly and speak to them on 
the networks they are already using and in a language they understand. Using Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, 
Google+, Snapchat, Flickr, LinkedIn, and YouTube (to name a few) Chapter 108 is becoming a force that is dif-
ficult to ignore. These social media networks are already in use by many of the younger generation and it makes 
sense to take ACT’s message online. Why limit yourself to a bulletin board when your message can be at every-
one’s fingertips on the smartphone they have in their  hand and on the network they already use. Using hashtags 
(formerly the pound sign, #) they can compartmentalize their message and make it searchable across networks. 
If you would like to have Cortese or King help your chapter with this, contact them or us at National. 

Cortese and King have even taken it upon themselves to modernize the logo of ACT on local chapter shirts, 
jackets, and other promotional products. They used their local teams colors and incorporated Mt. Rainier into 
the logo in a striking visual design that leaves no question as to which chapter they belong. At the bottom of 
the logo, you guessed it, #108. Stay on message and remember, as Cortese says, “Teamwork makes the dream 
work.”

From left to right: Casey Cortese, former ACT National President John Hunter, and Brian King
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2016 Collins Award Winners

David Kosmopolis of Illinois

Roberto Hernandez of Puerto Rico
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2016 Collins Award Winners

Pete Rendon of Kentucky

Lynn Richmond of Minnesota



               15 The Technician   March / April 2016

2016 Frank Cimino Award Winner

$100 Gift Card Winners
Patrick Greaney of Florida

David Houghtaling, GA, Jay Gorenski, CT, Eric Loiselle, VT, Carlos Fernandez, IL, Casey Cortese, WA
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Collins Award Winners, 
not Pictured

Mike Caffey, AR

James Tobin, WI

Troy Hoskins, MO

Justin Claman, NV

Mark Rodgers, IL

Jed McGinnis, AZ

Steve Landis, NJ

Congratulations to all of the winners!
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ACT Executive Board, staff with Former National President John Hunter

ACT National Field Representatives with Former National President John Hunter



Tell Us 
What is
Going 
On In
Your 

Chapter
Send

Articles / Pictures

To
 

membership.info@actnat.com

DID YOU KNOW ACT 
is on Facebook and 

twitter? 

Learn what’s happening
Connect with fellow Members.

We need to have your most
recent address, phone number and

personal/.mil email address.

If you are a member; complete a new 
AD&D and email

to membership.info@actnat.com
or mail to: 

ACT
12620 Lake Ridge Drive
Lake Ridge, VA 22192
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2017 ACT Rally will be held 
February, 11-16 
Bring a Jacket!


